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INCISED BOULDERS IN THE UPPER MINNE- 
SOTA VALLEY. 



BY T. H. LEWIS. 



THERE are other inscribed rocks in the same region besides 
those of the Thunder Bird's Track described in the Amer- 
ican Naturalist for May, 1886, which, like them, should be 
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preserved from oblivion. The accompanying diagrams and short 
verbal descriptions will account for three. 
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This boulder is in the edge of the public park, on the north 
end of the plateau at Brown's Valley, Minnesota. The plateau 
is about forty feet above the Minnesota River there. The 
boulder has a fiat surface with a western exposure ; is irregular 
in outline, and is about five feet eight inches in diameter, and 
firmly imbedded in the terrace. 

Fig. 1 is the central figure, and undoubtedly represents a man, 
although the form is somewhat conventional. 

Fig. 2 represents a bird. 

Fig. 3 represents a tortoise. 

Fig. 4 is a cross and circle combined, but the circle has a groove 
extending out from it. 

Figs. 5, 6, and 7, although somewhat in the shape of crosses, 
probably represent bird-tracks. 

Figs. 8 and 9 are nondescript in character, although there 
must be some meaning attached to them. 

Figs. 10 and 1 1 are small dots or cups cut into the boulder. 

The figures as illustrated are one-eighth of their natural size, 
and are also correct in their relative positions one to the other. 
The work is neatly done, although the depth of the incisions is 
very slight. In 1883, when they were traced, the pictographs 
were very plain ; but during my last visit to this region, in the 
summer of 1886, the moss was gradually encroaching upon them, 
and it will be only a matter of a few years before they are en- 
tirely covered up. 

The people of the place call this boulder " the Sacred Rock," 
and the plateau is also called " Sacred ;" but the name' has no 
significance as regards the markings, for two lovers named the 
boulder without knowing that there were any pictographs upon 
it. 

Strange as it may seem, the Indians of this region have no 
tradition connected with this boulder, and, in fact, did not know 
of the existence of the inscriptions until after their discovery by 
the whites, although the plateau was for many years a general 
rendezvous for them as a sporting-ground. 

As a matter of incidental antiquarian interest here, it may be 
stated that twelve hundred feet to the eastward of this rock or 
boulder was situated an ancient enclosure or fort of the mound- 
builders, of about four acres, with a customary outlying mound 
nearby. One is hardly justified, however, in speculating much 
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on possible relationship between these two interesting classes of 
relics of the very old times. 
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This boulder is on a high terrace on the west side of the 
Minnesota River, one and a half miles south of Brown's Valley, 
and is in Roberts County, Dak. It is oblong in form, being 
three and a half feet in length, two feet in width, and is firmly 
imbedded in the ground. 

Figs. 1 and 2 are undoubtedly tortoises. 

Fig. 3 is probably intended to represent a bird-track. 

Fig. 4 represents a man, and is similar to the one at Brown's 
Valley. 

Fig. 5 is a nondescript of unusual form. 

Fig. 6 is apparently intended to represent a headless bird : in 
that respect greatly resembling certain earthen effigies in the 
regions to the southeast. 

The figures are about one-fourth of an inch in depth, and very 
smooth, excepting along their edges, which roughness is caused 
by a slight unevenness of the surface of the boulder. 

This boulder is only a short distance from one previously de- 
scribed as "Thunder Bird's Track's Brother," some four miles 
northwest of Brown's Valley, and, like No. 2, is in Roberts 
County, Dak. 

The figures here represented are roughly pecked into the 
stone, and were never finished ; for the grooves that form the 
pictographs on other boulders in this region have been rubbed 



642 Incised Boulders in the Upper Minnesota Valley. [July 

until they are perfectly smooth. The face of the boulder upon 
which these occur is about two feet long and one and a half feet 
in width. 
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There is a Dakota tradition relating to these incised boulders 
about as follows : 

In olden times there used to be an object that marked the 
boulders at night. It could be seen, but its exact shape was in- 
distinct. It would work, making sounds like hammering, and 
occasionally emit a light similar to that of a fire-fly. After 
finishing its work it would give one hearty laugh, like a woman 
laughing, and then disappear. The next morning the Indians 
would find another pictured boulder in the vicinity where the 
object had been seen the night previous. 

The above is only given to show how the Indians account for 
these incised boulders. 

St. Paul, Minn., April 6, 1887. 



